iv.]              Death of Clermont-Tonnerre.              133

M de Reding, who, however, was massacred in the following
month, and an upholsterer, named Aigremont, saved the lives
of four Swiss officers.1

One very melancholy event of the evening of August 10
ought not to be passed over. Stanislas, due de Clermont-
Tonnerre, had been one of the chief orators of the Con-
stituent Assembly. He had been one of the first deputies of
the noblesse to take his place with the Tiers Etat, and one of
the leading members of the original Constitutional Committee.
No man had been more popular after the taking of the Bastille,
but he had become discredited, with Lally-Tollendal and
Mounier, after the rejection of the first scheme of a Constitu-
tion. Nevertheless he remained a very active member of the
Assembly, and had been a member of the Monarchical Club
and at one time its president, and had expressed with both
force and truth the doctrines held by the members of the right
centre. After the dissolution of the Constituent Assembly he
had continued to live in Paris, and was suspected of being one
of the secret advisers of the king during the session of the
Legislative Assembly. On this evening, as he was walking
quietly down the streets, a cry arose that he was an aristocrat
and a traitor. The people at once fell upon him. He demanded
to be taken to his section to be judged, but was murdered in
the gutter before his request could be complied with.

The last sight the king might have seen on the night of
August 10 was his palace of the Tuileries in flames, where, for
mischief, fire had been set to the stables. It spread from build-
ing to building, and the Assembly only took steps to check it
when it threatened to spread to the houses of the Rue Saint
Honord In vain did the firemen attempt to extinguish the
lire. The mob would not allow it, and threatened to throw
them into the fire if they continued ? and it was only when, on
the motion of Chabot, Palloy, the well-known contractor for
the destruction of the Bastille, was appointed to superintend
the putting out of the fire, that the people permitted the
water to play. On the day after this terrible night the king
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